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MEMORANDUM FOR TRE RECORD . 9 
SUBJECT! Robert Edvard Webster, prasdet lvenanr tia) 


wa 


‘1. The attached cable from Embassy Moscow is self . 
explanatory. It was brought to my attention this morning 
by Mr. Robert Crowley of Contact Division/oo,. 


3. Mr. Yebster was employed ty Rand ‘Corporation ‘last 


Spring to accompany Mr. Rand to Moscow for the opening of 


the Sokolnini Fair and for the pursuit of Rand's intereat 


033. About 2) September Kr. Crowley of COCD informed me 
that Guy Corrigan,| Chief Kast Weet Contacts 00 had received 
word from tr. He 11, Rast west Contacts State Dopartaent, 


4. During our conversation on 28 September with 
General Dougher and other ATIc representatives, a question 
ag to Mr. Febster's Situation and whereabouts was ansvered 
with the information that he had been on a vacation trip and 
was believed to be enroute to the U.S, It wag also stated 


RETURN TO CIA 
Background Use Only 
Do Not Reproduce 


14-00000 


G/py 


Page Two 


. §. Upon learning of Eabassy cable number 1082, I 
phoned Major Carels to bring it to his attention, he said 
that he had just learned of it himself because of a query 
from ATIC Cleveland which had apparently been ‘alerted “because 
‘of..a phone call from State Department Washington to Rand 
Carporation about it. . ATIC Cleveland wanted to know whether 

as ity existed that webster might be carrying out 


ape task-upon. requirements of CIA which had pot 
ated With them. Hajor Carels was assured. posi- 

such ‘was not the case, and to the best of our 

:Webster bad not been briefed by and vas: 


-. »tinknown”to either BDP or 00 officos, oF 


6.. A check vas made with|Mr, Thomas Mills/as to 

wheather he had personally encountered Hr. Webster during the 
course of the Sokolaiki Fair?9) mr, uille/had met Mr, Webster 
onu-a few social occasions and of one or two occasions when 

Mr, Webster was soliciting Chrysler Corporation comaiasions 
for Rand g act as Chrysler's agent in liquidating Chrysler 
displays.’ fer Millg)said that Chrysler rejected Rand's ger< 
vices. It 1s (itr, Mills jobimpression that Mr. Webster waa ex 
tremely frustrated in his attempts to deal with Soviet rep- 
reaeatatives in sales transactions and wag an outspoken critica 
of 1 th conditions and relationships within Noscov, Webster 
. atruc . Hills) as ‘niost unlizxely to defect to the Soviets, 
but qualified ¢ view with the thought that Webster was an 
unbappy and maladjustod personality whose lack of succeas in 
his assigned mission and whose personal problems were evident, 
To develop our picture of-Mr. Webster more fully, ite. M1Al1s} 06 


_will consult with‘ Mr, lWinkelnan. Aa Mr. Reyles to produce, 


perhaps, a pore informed and composite picture of Hr. Webster, 
According to 'r. Crowley GO, and Major Carele, each from his 
own sources, Mr. Webster haa beea laboring under marital and 
Zinancial difficulties and is reported to have had a past 
record of employment instability. . 
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